
                      More of the Same 
Watch, I am about to do a new thing. Now it will spring up. 
Don’t you know about it? Indeed I will make a road in the 
wilderness. In the wasteland I will make rivers (Isaiah 43:19). 

The new year is a time many people choose to begin new programs 
and habits. It’s the time for resolutions to live healthier, to be kinder, 
to finish projects, and even to attend church and read the Bible 
more faithfully. Health clubs are more crowded, diets are more rig-
orously followed, and changes for the better are made.  

That goes on for awhile. Some of the new habits may stick. But 
more often than not, people settle back into what they had done be-
fore. It’s more of the same. 

The world around us doesn’t help matters any. Economists forecast 
doom and gloom, politicians decry the crime and social problems 
that infect our communities, and families cry out for an end to the 
violence. But it’s more of the same.  

When God’s Old Testament people Israel were in captivity in Baby-
lon because of their sin and idolatry, it looked like it would be just 
more of the same. It seemed like it would be the same rebellion, the 
same idolatry, and the same chastisement from an angry God.  

But God promised something new. He promised deliverance, not 
just from captivity, but from sin and death. He promised a Savior 
and a new era of rescue in that Savior’s work. As God’s suffering 
Servant, he would bear the sins of all and bring God’s forgiveness 
and life to the world. 

We live in this era of the Savior’s accomplished work. We see how 
Jesus lived sinlessly for us, died innocently, and arose from the 
grave victoriously. The rivers of salvation flow among us and within 
us through faith in Jesus. The road to heaven is open! 

We may make some resolutions ourselves. Even so, the same sin 
will be part of our lives each day, and in the end, the same death. 
But God did something new. He sent Jesus to save us. That mes-
sage of God’s love and forgiveness in him will be there for us in the 
new year as it has been in the past. God’s abiding, faithful presence 
will bless us in the new year as they have in the past. And Jesus’ 
promises will invigorate us as they have in the past.  

And for that we can be thankful. In the new year that lies ahead of 
us, God is doing something new. Yet, it will be more of the same! 
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THE NEW FLOWER CALENDAR IS OUT  

It is located near the tables in the narthex. Use it to donate 
flowers for the altar in memory of those who have gone to 
heaven, or in commemoration of special blessings and 
events in life.  

 OFFERING ENVELOPES 
If you opted to receive offering envelopes for 2022, your 

envelope box for 2023 is on one of the tables in the atrium. 
Please take your envelopes with you as you leave church. 

THANK YOU FROM THE ALMONER… 
Thank you very much to all who donated non-perishable 
food items to the St. Jacobi Food Pantry. Thanks to your 
generosity, families from our congregation were helped 
with several bags of groceries each over the Thanksgiving 
and Christmas holidays. Aaron Manske, Almoner  

THANK YOU FROM YOUR STAFF... 
Thank you from the entire St. Jacobi faculty and staff for all 
the many thoughtful gifts and warm wishes received from 
many congregation members. We are happy to be a part of 
the St. Jacobi family and honored to be doing the Lord’s 
work in your midst.      

 
 
 
 
    
      Instrumental Music       300 
     Set of 10 Hymnals (2020 version) 
 Mul ple sets ($300 per set)        300   
     Bleachers for the Gym                   60, 000                                                         
____________________________________ 
                                                              $  60,600 

May you have a blessed new year in 
2023. Here is a new year's resolution 
suggestion: Read a daily devotion.  

Our Church library has a good selection 
of daily devotion books for you to choose 
from. Some of them are large print edi-
tions which can be very useful for your 
reading comfort. Please check us out in 
the shelf section called Devotions. 



 
At least since the early 1920s, St. Jacobi has 
had the custom of printing and distributing to 
members an annual report. It includes the pasto-
ral acts for the past year, a “state of the congre-
gation” type of article from the pastor(s), reports 
on what the various boards, committees and or-
ganizations did during the past year, and financial 
summaries. From the earliest days until the early 
1980s, the annual report included the offerings of 
each member by name. This is how the contribu-
tion records were distributed before the congrega-
tion provided personal and confidential giving 
statements.  
 
Keep in mind that it was not until 1917 that an of-
fering envelope system was used. Before this, 
“church dues” were paid by the members. The 
amount was set by the Church Council and Voters 
based on the annual budget. Each family and indi-
vidual was “charged” accordingly.  
 
This may seem shocking to us, but remember that 
our German ancestors who established our con-
gregation came from a “state church” in Germany 
where taxes paid most church and church school 
expenses. If free-will offerings were gathered, it 
was for helping the poor, or for “heathen missions”  
and the like. When these folks came to the United 
States where there was no state church, they had 
to figure out on their own how to fund their church-
es and various forms of ministry. Charging “church 
dues” was one way they came up with. Various 
fund raisers carried out by organizations such as 
the Ladies’ Aid and the Mixed Choir also covered 
the cost of many special projects.  

Do You  

Remember... 

When our annual 
report included 
everyone’s annual 
contributions? 

We can be thankful that in later years, more 
attention was given to carrying out biblical 
stewardship principles. Generous, first-fruit, 
and proportional gifts freely and gratefully giv-
en are the type of offerings God seeks.  As 
Scripture says, “On the first day of every 
week, each one of you 
should set aside a sum of money in keeping 
with your income” (1 Corinthians 16:2).  
 
Of course, whether to publish offerings for all 
to see is something Scripture neither com-
mands nor forbids. We have freedom to do as 
we wish as a congregation. Cautions were al-
ways in place regarding comparing gifts 
(conscious of what Jesus said regarding the 
widow’s mite). In later years, people also had 
the option of having their offering totals omit-
ted by request (thus the OBR for the entries of 
several individuals). It seems that after more 
and more people preferred their offering totals 
to be omitted, the entire practice of publishing 
them was dropped in favor of personal notifi-
cation. 
 
Often when traditions in the church are 
changed, there are some who oppose those 
changes and find it difficult to adjust. As far as 
we know from history, that was not the case 
after the practice of publishing contributions 
was dropped. It seemed no one objected. And 
now, only the annual report remains!  



Lois Dude  Jan 1 

Tara Komppa Jan 1 

Carol Peterson Jan 1 

Stephanie Willms Jan 1 

Craig Rutzinski Jan 2 

Paul Ware  Jan 2 

Kelly Hertzberger Jan 3 

Richard Boese Jan 4 

Darlene Galasinski Jan 4 

Elaine Schmidt Jan 4 

Jacob Zuberbier Jan 4 

Victoria Brandenburg Jan 5 

Jaiden Passehl Jan 5 

Paul Cook  Jan 6 

Melanie Walker Jan 6 

Allen Beierle  Jan 7 

Jack Rathkamp Jan 7 

Sarah Ross  Jan 8 

Lydia Swezey Jan 8   

Evan Wolfgram Jan 9 

Jennifer Nowak Jan 11 

Joshua Walker Jan 11 

Kelly Christensen Jan 12 

Enrique Gutierrez Jan 12 

Mary Plaski  Jan 12 

Cynthia Rivera Jan 13 

Lester Schmitz Jan 13 

Denise Slawny Jan 13 

Milton Esser  Jan 14 

Jeffrey Hagen Jan 14 

Joel Maas  Jan 14 

Ruth Swartout Jan 14 

Ryan Zientek  Jan 14 

Thomas Bilitz Jan 17 

Robert Eastham Jan 17 

John Krieger  Jan 17 

Barbara Kriehn Jan 17 

Kathryn Nuoffer Jan 17 

Lauren Ayvazzadeh Jan 18 

Ty Foren  Jan 18 

Clarence Rasner Jan 18 

Anna Schauer Jan 18 

Kaye Eckert  Jan 19 

John Aldinger Jan 20 

Katie Duchrow-Tetzlaff Jan 20 

David Haley  Jan 21 

Michael Metzger Jan 21 

Dennis Schneider Jan 21 

Joseph Swearingen Jan 21 

Ann Marie Kremer Jan 22 

Caroline Kuether Jan 22 

Kenneth Statza Jan 22 

Lon Bertram  Jan 23 

Julie Solie  Jan 23 

Renee Reinhard Jan 24 

Michael Schneble Jan 24 

Alyssa Willms Jan 25 

Dennis Cook  Jan 26 

Lauro Rodriguez Jan 26 

Alan Zastrow  Jan 26 

Chandler Beauchene Jan 27 

Michael Boye Jan 27 

Ethan Herrmann Jan 27 

Stephanie King Jan 28 

Hillary Peterson Jan 28 

Janecarol Schonack Jan 28 

Haley Tesch  Jan 28 

Barbara Canarie Jan 29 

Harold Gisbrecht Jan 29 

Steven Jaeger Jan 29 

Sean Tetzlaff  Jan 29 

Paul Manske  Jan 30 

Danielle Zarr  Jan 30 

Eric Draeger  Jan 31 

Arno Tellier  Jan 31 

January Birthdays 

Kenneth and Shery Statza  Jan 2, 1982 

Andrew and Amanda Suchy Jan 2, 2010 

Jeffrey and Lisa Terek  Jan 2, 2004 

Michael and Stephanie Wisniewski Jan 2, 2018 

James and Clare Maas  Jan 3, 1982 

Matthew and Theresa Stadler Jan 4, 2007 

Steven and Tracy Vogel  Jan 12, 2009 

Justin and Stephanie Junek Jan 19, 2010 

Mark and Danielle Wojak  Jan 28, 2012 

Kenneth and Mary Plaski  Jan 29, 1982 

January Wedding Anniversaries 



GAME NIGHT IS COMING! 

Our next GAME NIGHT will 
be Sunday, January 22th from 2-
4pm in the large community room 
by church. We will be playing Co-
ed Bunco. If you haven't played, it's 
an easy game and we'll have a 
quick tutorial at the start for anyone 
not familiar with the rules. Sign up 
in the narthex or just show up! 
Game night is for men and women 
18+ who are looking for a fun time 
of games and socializing. It's FREE 
and we'll have snacks and drinks 
too! In the past we've had a fun mix 
of all adult ages. We hope to see 
you there!  

Have you picked up your copy 
of the 150th anniversary 
book? They are available one 
per family in the narthex. 
Check off your name from the 
list a er you receive yours. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January 14, 2023 (Saturday a er church)— Celebra ng God’s Grace 
through the Years in Our Shared History and Fellowship--An elegant 

wine and cheese gathering provides me to mingle and reflect as well as view special 
history displays. Musical entertainment will also be provided. Tickets are $20 each.  

February 5, 2023—Celebra ng God’s Grace by Sharing It—Epiphany is a 

me to rejoice in the privilege of sharing Jesus for 150 years.  We will welcome new 
members and partake in our New Member Welcome Dinner.  

March 25-27, 2023—Celebra ng God’s Grace by Gratefully Serving—
For 150 years, individuals and groups at St. Jacobi have used their me and talents to 
serve the Lord in their lives and through our congrega on.  

April 23, 2023—Celebra ng God’s Grace to St. Jacobi—On this date, 

closest to St. Jacobi’s founding, our celebra on of 150 years of God’s grace comes to its 
culmina on with guest preacher, WELS President Mark Schroeder. We will have services 
on Sunday only. A catered meal will follow. Tenta ve Keynote speaker: former Pastor 
Timothy Henning.  

April 29-May 1, 2023—Celebra ng God’s Grace with WLHS—WLHS 

Weekend with guest preacher Rev. Dr. Kenneth Fisher and the WLHS Woodwind Ensem-
ble. 

May 21, 2023—Celebra ng God’s Grace, Reaffirming Our Commit-
ment—Confirma on Sunday gives us all an opportunity to recommit ourselves to our 

Lord and his ministry at St. Jacobi. 

Join us as we celebrate God’s 
grace throughout our 150th anni-
versary year. Details of each 
event will be publicized as it ap-
proaches on the calendar. 



Join in with our Senior University on the following dates for special 
presenta ons connected with the history of St. Jacobi Congrega on. 
It’s yet another way to celebrate God’s grace and blessings over the 
past 150 years. (And you don’t need to be a senior to a end; every-
one is welcome!) 

Celebrating God’s Grace 
History Presentations 

January 10, 11 AM: Pastor Gervasius Fischer—A Faithful Warrior 
for the Truth (by Mr. Carl Nolte) 

February 7, 11 AM: Principal David Hackmann—Observa ons on 
Changes in Chris an Educa on (by Mr. David Hackmann) 

March 7, 11 AM: When Our Church Building Preached the Gos-
pel—A Virtual Tour of Our Old Church (by Mr. John Miller)  

Invitation to Have Fun and Be Frustrated 
 The book of Job is a lot of things. A classic of world literature. A highly praised epic po-
em. A great example of ancient and biblical wisdom literature.  

 It is also one of the most frustrating accounts of a fellow believer named Job—a tre-
mendously prosperous and pious person. Why frustrating? Because it deals with fundamental 
questions we all ask but leaves the questions partially answered – and unanswered. Why do 

the righteous suffer? Why do the wicked 
prosper? Why is Satan allowed to do 
damage to us and others? Yes, these are 
good questions, Yes, Job answers them, 
but not fully. All in beautifully expressed 
poetry.  

 Looking for fun and some frustra-
tion? Join the 7-week Bible study that be-
gins on January 8 at 9:30 A.M. in St. Jaco-
bi’s Community Room. You are cordially 
invited. 



“And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all 
times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work.” 
2 Corinthians 9:8 

    Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from the Central Africa Medical Mission stateside 
committee! As has been our tradition for the last several years, I (Shelly Sievert, outgoing 
CAMM Chair) am writing the last letter of the year to you. On behalf of all of CAMM, our hearts 
are full as we look back over 2022 and the blessings that God has given us. 
    Each year and throughout the year, we can see the Lord’s generosity towards our mission to 
“Offer Christ-Centered Healthcare in Support of the Gospel ministry.” We saw it through the 
continued health and wellbeing of our staff in Malawi and in Zambia. We saw it through the 
qualified candidates when we needed to hire a new clinician in Malawi. We saw it when the Holy 
Spirit lead the moms with disabled children to have their children baptized. We saw it through the 
safe return to the states of our loyal and dedicated ex-pat staff, Gary and Beth Evans. We saw it 
through you – your prayers, gifts, pill bottles, baby blankets and layettes, and so much more. 
    2022 was a year of change for CAMM. As of June, we became fully nationalized in Malawi for 
the first time since we started serving there over 50 years ago. Nationalization means that the day- 
to-day operations for the mobile clinic are overseen by our Nurse-in-charge, Violet Chikwatu and 
Administrator-in-Charge, Lusungu Mwambeye. Violet and Lusungu manage the staff; stock the 
pharmacy; maintain our relationships with the local pastors and villages; relay what packages 
have arrived and from whom; communicate with our Field Director, Gary Evans and more! They 
also must handle things like a snake in one of the clinics (We think it was a cobra! We are proud 
to report that this situation has been handled). Here we see God’s provision in providing us two 
faithful Malawians with the right experience to run the mobile clinic. 
    Zambia has been and continues to be a well-run clinic with Jackson Kalekwa and Alisad Banda 
as the leaders. The changes for Zambia that the Lord brought us in 2022 are more structural than 
operational. This year, we saw the continued upkeep of the clinic buildings after the major 
renovations in 2021. We just finished the addition of a “Mother’s Shelter” at the clinic where 
pregnant mothers can deliver their babies and have some privacy. We are currently working on 
renovating one of our staff’s homes after assessing it for termite damage and we will renovate 
one of the houses on the Seminary campus for Alisad’s office. Each of the projects is an 
important piece to help our Zambia clinic run smoothly and continue to receive outstanding 
surveys from the ministry of health. 
    Finally, 2022 has brought changes to the CAMMC. We had a few volunteers step down from the 
committee. Thank God that last year he provided an abundance of new volunteers who we were 
able to move into the vacated roles and responsibilities smoothly.  
    Looking ahead to 2023, CAMM is excited to continue to serve those in Malawi and Zambia. We 
have been approached to potentially grow into some new areas, as well (more information will be 
coming in the next several months). We don’t know where 2023 and the coming years will take 
us but we do know that since the Lord is guiding our decisions, our resources and our mission, He 
will lead us to where He wants us to go. 
    As we rapidly approach Christmas and the wonder of all that God has done through the gift of 
His son, may the Lord be with you and continue to bless you through 2023 and all your days. 
 
Central Africa Medical Mission Committee 

CENTRAL AFRICA MEDICAL MISSION 

DECEMBER 2022 


